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approaching Synod, the propriety of for 
ever precluding any public danger, either 
of ministerial or foreign influence in the 
appointment of our prelates. 

■Resolved, That the enthusiastic grati- 
tude of the Irish people i> due to that 
youthful model' of splendid genius and 
unrivalled talent, Charles Phillips, Esq. 
Barrister at Law. 

Resolved, That the coj-dial gratitude of 
the Catholics of Ireland is due to George 
Lidwill, Esq. and the other enlightened 
Protestants who attended our meet- 
ing. 

Resolved, That the resolutions of this 
day be published in the usual newspapers, 
as also in the Ulster Recorder, and Im- 
partial Observer, 

Thomas Wtse, Chairman. 
Edward Hat, Secretary. 

Richard Sbeil, Esq. in the Chair. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland be given to Thomas 
Wyse, Esq. for his highly proper, talented, 
and dignified conduct in the Chair. 

Richard Shiii, Chairman. 



MEETING OF CAT BO tic CLERGY Of THE 
DIOCESE OF DROMORE. 

At a meeting of the Catholic Clergy of 
the Diocese of Dromore, assembled in 
Banbridge,on Monday, 23d May, 1 814, 
the Very Reverend Hugh O'Kelly, 
Dean, in the Chair ; a copy of the Re- 
script lately received from Rome, sign- 
ed by the Vice Prefect, Qtiarantottr, 
having been read, it is Resolved— 
That we feel the utmost surprise and 
concern, that the Sacred College at Rome 
could be induced, in the absence, and du- 
ring the captivity of the Sovereign Poo- 
tiff, to attempt an unprecedented innovation on 

the discipline of the Catholic Church in 
Ireland. And whereas the principles 
laid down in this rescript could not be 
adripted with safety to religion in this 
cotmtry, and that they stand opposed not 
only to several decisions of our Bishops, 
hut also to the recorded sentiments of 
the Sacred College itself in the year 1805 
— we do therefore without hesitation de- 
clare, that the authority of the said re- 
script cannot be binding on the Catholic 
Church in this country. 

Resolved, That we cannot but lament 
that our religion^ which teaches pure and 
conscientious loyalty, should still remain 
an object of suspicion, and that " securi- 



ties" should be required of us, degrading 
to our character, and of which we can- 
not conceive the necessity, after the 
pledges that have been given-. We fur- 
ther declare it to be our firm conviction, 
that any comroul vested in the British 
Government on the appointment of our 
Prelates, would be inexpedient at all 
times, and ultimately become fatal to the 
cause of Catholicity in Ireland. 

Resolved, That, adopting the senti- 
ments of our venerable brethren in the 
Archdiocese of Diocese of Dublin, we de- 
clare it our opinion, " that such arrange- 
ments of domestic nomination can be 
made among the clergy of Ireland, with 
the consent of the Holy See, as will pre- 
clude that foreign influence against which 
those securities, so destructive to religl. 
on, are called for." 

Resolved, That these our sentiments 
are submitted, respectfully to our revered 
Bishop, and the other Prelates now as- 
sembling in Maynooth. And we do here, 
in union with our flocks, and the 
whole people, most earnestly implore 
that exalted Body, speedily to interpose 
their just influence with his Holiness, and 
the court of Rome, and by remonstrating 
against the principles and enactments of 
this document, to save Catholic religion 
in Ireland from the calamities with which 
it is threatened. 

Resolved, That our warmest thanks 
are due, and are hereby given, to our 
much respected and venerable Prelate, 
the Right Reverend Dr. Derry, for his 
able and dignified reply to Dr.* Poynter's 
late communication. 

Resolved, That these our resolutions 
be inserted -three times in the Ulster Re- 
corder, and three times in the Dublin 
Evening Post. 

The Dean having left the Chair, and 
the Rev. lames M'Key being called there- 
to ; 

Resolved, That our cordial thanks are 
due, and are hereby given, to the Very 
Reverend Dean O'Kelly, for his activity in 
convening this meeting, for his useful 
assistance, and very proper conduct in 
the Chair. 



WESTMINSTER MEETING, MAT 20TH, 

1814. 

ADDRESS TO THE PRINCE REGENT. 

The dutiful address of the Householders 
of the City and Liberties of Westmin- 
ster. 
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May it please your Royal Highness, 
On a termination of the conflict with 
France, in which our country has so long 
been engaged, — a termination as fortun- 
ate as it has been singular, we beg your 
Royal Highness to accept of our sincere 
congratulations. In a war so sanguin- 
ary, it has been a spectacle as novel as au- 
spicious to humanity, to behold a coalition 
of sovereigns, at the head of immense 
armies, 011 victoriously entering the ca- 
pital of their enemy, inviting the people 
to choose the constitution of govern- 
ment under which they desired to live, 
expressing a wish that that people might 
ever remain great and happy, and pro- 
claiming a guarantee" of their liberties. 
May, Sir, the Prince they recalled to' 
reign over them hold those liberties sa- 
cred ' For the benefits of Peace we 
ought to be truly thankful to Provi- 
dence, as well as to those by whose va- 
lour and labours, or by whose virtue 
and wisdom they have, under Provi- 
dence, been attained. But, Sir, we should 
ill acquit ourselves of the duty we owe 
to our country, and to your Royal High- 
ness, as the Representative of our sove- 
reign, did we not entreat you to cou- 
ple with the praise-worthy conclusion of 
the war, its blameable commencement. 
Your Royal Highness would then see 
that what we now contemplate as a 
happy result to France, namely, the go- 
vernment of a represented people by a I if 
mited king, might have .continued as it 
then enisled, without any war at- all; 
In that case, Sir, the world had not been 
disgusted by the atrociiies of a Robe- 
spierre, nor terrified by the portentous 
power of a Bonaparte. In that case, Eu- 
rope had esc^ed a sacrifice of three 
millions of human lives, and countless 
calamities. In that case, England had not 
seen degraded to paupers a million and 
a half of her ladijstriotis people, nqr 
have felt the scourge of a taxation for 
paying the annual interest of an incurred 
debt of eight hundred millions sterling. 
As Hpwever, divine Providence brings 
good out of evil, and as it accords with 
experience, that a constant growth of 
knowledge is the effect of an ever oper- 
ating cause, and eminently beneficial to 
civilized man, so we caimot but attribute 
the moderation and wisdom so eminent- 
ly displayed by the allied sovereigns, to 
that growth of knowledge, to that dif- 
fusion of truth, which, in our age, it 
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daily ealtghtening the civilized world. 
If, Sir, the Americau and French revo- 
lutions had their accompaniments of ca- 
lamity, yet the innumerable discussions 
they generated, did also improve, in a 
high degree, the science of civil govern- 
ment,— masier science of princes and 
statesmen. The monarclis who have as 
virtuously as wisely guaranteed peace, 
greatness, and liberty ro Frauce, as well 
as their ministers and warriors, must 
carry home with them from Paris the 
seeds of amelioration, the scientific prin- 
ciples of amendment, by which the con- 
dition of their own subjects will be great- 
ly bettered ; and by which, without con- 
vulsion, their states may be rapidly made 
to enjoy that perfection of polity, tnat 
freedom and prosperity, which is equally 
the ornament and felicity of princes and 
of people. lu ihe political transactions 
of both hemispheres, those inttlliijenc 
monarehs must tiave seen a 'full confirm- 
ation -of this important truth, that "rJ 
presentation was the happiest discovery af po- 
litico/ -wisdom." To tills point' they mufr 
have observed that all rational energies in 
pursuit of public freedom and happiness 
uniformly tend. Wherefore, Sir, we can- 
not doubt, that in all civilized countries 
representation wiil in time at ain perfec 
tion. When, Sir, your Ro'yal Highneei'. 
shall reflect, that after a war of more 
than twenty years' continuance, originally 
undertaken fur- crushing the infant hbtr- 
ties of France, the existence of those ve- 
ry liberties is now found to afford th* on* 
ly hope of tranquillity to Fairope, and 
has therefore hetrn made the basis of 
peace, we must, with additional earnest- 
ness, recur to the impression we endea- 
voured, three years ago, -to make on the 
mind of your Royal Highness, (aa en- 
deavour in wtiich we trusc we succeed- 
ed) in favour of such a radical reform in 
the Qommons house or . Parliament - tit* 
our own country, as shajl aifbrd us tijf 
full benefit of representation In our 
former aadress to our Royal Highnts:., 
we spoke of tnat borough faction wlifcH 
alike tramples on the rights of (he crawu 
and people. Were,- Sir, that, taction *o 
continue ,its daring inroad- oij. the _ inde- 
pendence' of the throne"— were it to cur.- 
liniueiis deadly statu, to the liberies of 
the pV-plc — were it to comiu'ie its de- 
predations ou The' property of the nation 
—were, in short, our freedom to b: no 
more.of what value, peace, or aught else 
1 'i i 



416 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



[May. 



on esrtb! Ho proportion, Sir, as a eon- 
stitvtional Common* house must be an ob- 
ject of, nobouoded yeperstion, your Roy- 
«d Highness will be sensible that the ei- 
fefence of a faction, which should greatly 
impair its excellence, must to eyery loyal 
mind be exquisitely painful. The yoke 
Of e Action, a domestic faction, that 
bad felo»iously broken into the citadel 
of tbe constitution, and stolen our Balla- 
dinm, were esen worse than fo- 
reign war itself. It were the tyranny 
of a few, who had no other c|aim to rule 
over thetr feilbw-subjecta, th^n that of 
haying robbed them. It were to bow 
the head and bend the knee to an au- 
dacious corruption' It were the very 
lowest depth of dishonour On the part, 
Sir, of an English, sovereign, on the part 
of an English people, to 'such' a faction 
thej-e could pe iais submission. A truly 
patriot representative stands, however, 
pledged to his constituents and his coun- 
try,, to bring before Barljament, at the; 
first convenient opportunity, their great 
question. Jt is, Sir, impossible that Par- 
liament 'should then be at war with Eng. 
landv It U impossible that it should not 
Then imitate those sovereigns who, even 
while at war wish Brance, eagerly sought 
»n opportunity of.' offering to her their 
guarantee of 4l ?he claimed^ as her rights 
and liberties, After contemplating with 
the highest admiration the virtue and 
wisdom so conspicuous in the arrange- 
ments made 1 on the first day of April at 
PMti*. w* are unable, Sir, to express the 



deep concern and the shame we feel, 
touching the. hostile measure which ygur 
Royal Highness, ha? been advised tb sanc- 
tion in respect pf Norway. If_ it be 
just that any one nation shaft proyide for 
its own welfare ' and happiness by the 
exercise of its own reason, and the freedom 
of its own will, it must be just that Pf^f 
nation shall freely do the sauie. .®ig» 
land, Sir, can have no right to force on 
JJorwav a sovereignty to which she is ad- 
verse. For such a piir{«*»e to dnrw the 
sword were manifestly wicked; but to 
attempt to subdue independence, inno- 
cence and patriotism, by the u«tru.meut- 
ajity of famine, were shockingly inhu- 
man. Vfe humbjly. Sir,' and most ariji- 
ou.sly intreat your Royal tJHjjUn'ess to'saye 
your country from this reproach ; tti a- 
vert from her this dishonour. And; Sir, 
among the many happy resultsof the. flaci- 
jcatjon of £uro,pe, we contemplate, with 
inexpressible satisfaction, the annihilation 
of the disputed ppinis respecting the ma- 
ritime rights of neutral nations, which 
have constituted the ground of the ever- 
lamentable hostility in which we a«?e en- 
gaged with the United States, of America, 
rjence, Sir.wecongdemly trust, that on 
both sides of the Atlantic, tfre miseries 
and immoralities of war 'wfll shortly be at 
an end, and the whole civiusced wdrSl re- 
pose under the peaceful olive ; studying 
and practising only the social and moral 
duties, arts and accomplishments, for 
their general improvement and happi- 
ness. 



JfONTHLY RETROSPECT OF POLITICS. 



IN '■■our fast Retrospect, vye ne- 
glected to observe : that the 
people themselves, as well as poten- 
tates, must receive practical insruc- 
tion, whether they be actors or 
spectators, whether on the stage or 
f?ff it, from the sublime and pathetic 
drama of the "day, and the moral 
which its passing incidents mast im- 
press, more or leas, upon every 
mind. In all Use countries of Eu- 
rope, bet usttt particokrly in that of 



France, the people themselves have 
perhaps required the castigation of 
adversity. A love of war, whether 
it be passion, or habit, or instinct, 
has always mailed, or sccprgd, the 
French character., through all ages, 
and under all,, appellations. This 
inordinate appetite for military a- 
chieveroent, first produced, and has 
always fostered, a self exaltation and 
vain glorious disposition, whick seek* 
not . so much for useful fame as c*. 



